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THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church  Diocese of East Carolina 
The Rev. Jeff Douglas The Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee, Provisional Bishop 
 The Rev. Robert Skirving, Bishop Elect 

 
Bigger in the Kingdom 
The new world trade center building, built on the site of where the twin towers 
came down that awful day in September 2001, has now been designated the 
tallest building in the US standing 1776 feet tall. This immensely tall building is 
meant to leave us in awe.  

We Americans think that bigger is better. More is always better than less. If two 
pills are good 4 are better.  “Go big or Go home!” is one of our favorite sayings. 

But consider what Jesus says about the Kingdom of God. Jesus compares the Kingdom to the 
mustard seed, the most minuscule of seeds, that grows into a large shrub. He goes on to compare the 
Kingdom to yeast in bread, which is also very small and yet when you put yeast in dough, increases 
its volume two or three times. And today, Jesus tells us that even someone who just gives a cup of 
cool water to one of the little ones will not lose their reward. 

The life of faith is about increasing trust in God, being more and more open to trusting that 
Kingdom values are what life is about, not the values of the world. Such a relationship is built in 
little steps, often in small unseen ways. The transformation of the human heart, particularly one that 
has lived for a while on this earth is a slow process. It takes many many drops of love to drip their 
way past our heart’s warren of defenses and touch our soul. Perhaps this is why Jesus says we must 
come to the Kingdom as a little child does: trusting and loving unconditionally. These are difficult 
for us adults to do. It takes years of little steps, small bubbles of yeast to bubble up for an adult to be 
reborn as a child. 

I recently viewed a video online of a graduation speech delivered by, of all people, the comedian 
Jim Carrey. He said some very profound things: things that he learned from his experience of being 
homeless and living in a car before he hit it big in show business. One of the things he said was: 
“The greatest currency we have is how we make others feel.”  

If we make one person feel better about their life circumstances, about themselves. If we comfort 
them, heal them in some way, or if we just make them smile, even a little. We have a profound 
affect on that person. We will begin to form a shared bond, a relationship with that person or 
reinforced one we already share. 

Expand the circle of relationships you have by making someone you don’t know, feel better and that 
small step will build the trust, the faith you need to do even more. It will be yeast in your soul and 
put a spring in your own step.	  

 July 
2014 
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Few of us will ever be one of the great saints of the world: a Mohandas Gandhi, Martin Luther King, 
Jr. or Archbishop Oscar Romero, or Mother Theresa.	  But even Mother Theresa’s great ministry 
began with the simple act of giving a person dying on the street a clean place to die. That’s all. That 
one small act of kindness led to a lifetime of ministry.	  

I often kid my friend Jack and I tell him that he’s just 3 miracles shy of sainthood, that’s all! He’s so 
close, I tell him. But as usual, I am wrong. Jack is not 3 miracles away from sainthood. Perhaps, 
Jack and I and the rest of us are just one cold cup of water away…	  from everything we’ve ever 
dreamed or hoped for.	  

Peace- 
+Jeff 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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St. Thomas’  

Episcopal Church News 
 

         HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!
 
 

Mark your calendar!  
 
Vacation   August 10-14 

Bible  5 to 8 pm 
School  
 
First Presbyterian Church is hosting this year. St. Thomas will provide dinner on Sunday, 
August 10th at 5:00 pm. Volunteers are needed. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Rev. Jeff Douglas, 

I owe you and your church so much for buying me a bus ticket home to Missouri! I’m sorry it has taken me 
so long to write. I have been getting back on my feet and enjoying my time with my son. He is my world and 
I thank God for him every day. I now find myself and my son praying on a regular basis. We both enjoy our 
church we go to very much. I just wanted to write you this letter of thanks. If I hadn’t walked into your 
church that day I don’t know where I’d be. I know that day you opened my eyes to the good people God put 
on this Earth. I didn’t grow up with people like that, but you made me wanna go out there and find more 
people like you. And I have found some of them in my church and I love them all like my own family. 
Again thank you so much for all you and your church did. I can’t ever repay you for the kindness you all 
showed me. But it was more than a bus ticket I got from you that day. It opened my heart to God where he 
has been with me ever since! So again thank you and God bless all of you and your church! 

Thanks again, 

Michael Stuart (Guy from Missouri) **  

Note from Jeff: Because of your contributions toward the Discretionary Fund, we were able to help. 
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Vestry Notes, by Barbara Outland, Vestry Clerk 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting, June 24, 2014 

The monthly meeting of the Rector and the Vestry of St. Thomas was held Tuesday, June 
24, 2014, in the Parish House at 6 pm.  The Rector Jeff Douglas, Treasurer Ernie Carter, 
and Vestry members Hugh Davis, Daniel McCamish, Bubba Peele, Jamie Johnson, 
Barbara Outland, Gretchen Simons, Patsy Jones, and Lindsay Vaughan were present. 
The Rector opened the meeting with a prayer.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Ernie has communicated with the recommended auditor from the 
diocese and will schedule an audit soon. It should take one day to complete. The diocese 
has sent Ernie information to complete for the sale of the church-owned property in 
Colonial Acres. Pledge income for May stands at $5,880.50. 

Service: The Soup Kitchen dates for June 19 and 26. The Medical Mission to the 
Dominican Republic was a great success. Missionaries saw over 640 patients. They dealt 
with a new mosquito-borne disease that was fairly widespread and spent an extra $800 
to $900 on medicine to get through the week. Jeff would like to bring a bag of deflated 
soccer balls and basketballs to give to children attending the clinic next year. Barbara 
suggested he approach Colony Tire about donating soccer balls, since the business 
already donates soccer balls to local children involved in Ahoskie’s recreational soccer 
program.  Jeff will be at Camp Trinity’s Adventurers Camp July 11th to the 15th.  

Worship: Services on July 20 and 27 will be Morning Prayer. The Rev. Bill Smythe will 
be the visiting clergy on August 3. 

Education: Sunday School is on hiatus until September.  

Junior Warden’s Report: The security system for the church office has been installed. 
Thanks to the multi-talented Mike Steczak, the exit and emergency lighting in the parish 
hall has all been repaired or replaced. The Ahoskie Fire Department has re-inspected our 
building and we passed with no problem. Water backed up on the kitchen floor recently 
at the exit door. The problem is believed to be gutters that need cleaning. Jim has 
instructed a roofer to clean the gutters ASAP as the roof is too high for parishioners to 
complete this job safely. Jim is considering bids for termite control and removal and 
hopes to be able to move forward in July. 

Other: Jeff will be on vacation July 18 through August 3. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Barbara Outland 
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	  ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES THE REV.  BILL 
SMYTH 
 
On Sunday, August 3rd, The Rev. Bill Smyth will visit our parish. The Rev. Bill 
Smyth is a retired Rector of Calvary Episcopal Church in Tarboro. He will be 
celebrating at the 8:00 am and the 10:30 am worship. 
	  

Photo	  Credit:	  	  
The	  Daily	  Southerner 
 
 

 

THANK YOU MIKE! 
 
 
MIKE STECZAK HAS REPAIRED OR REPLACED THE EXIT AND 
EMERGENCY LIGHTING IN THE PARISH HALL. ST. THOMAS HAS 
NOW SUCCESSFULLY PASSED THE FIRE INSPECTION. THANK 
YOU MIKE FOR YOUR EFFORT AND TALENT. 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU PATSY AND DR. 
SAWYER! 
 
PATSY AND DR. SAWYER WEEDED THE FLOWER BEDS AND 
ENHANCED THE CURB APPEAL OUTSIDE THE PARISH HALL. 
THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU DO TO MAKE ST. THOMAS 
BEAUTIFUL. 

 
…AND THANK YOU TO ALL THE MEMBERS WHO WORK CONTINUOUSLY IN THE 
CHURCH YARD. 
 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO 
GIVE TO THE MEDICAL MISSION.  
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 
  1 Carolyn Peele 
  2 Gini McDonald 
  2 Daniel McCamish 
  4 Elaina Dobay 
13 Vicki Blanchard 
19 Fred Liverman 
24 Edward Blanchard 
 
       
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Carolyn, Gini, Daniel, Elaina, Vicki, Fred, and 
Edward, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all 
the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
JULY ANNIVERSARIES                                                                    
  9 Jack & Martie Tayloe                                        
13 Charles and Mary C. Pierce 
16 Rob and Barbara Outland	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   
18 Colin and Patsy Jones 
21 Bubba and Carolyn Peele 
29 David and Gretchen Simons 
 
 

 
              
 “O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ 
and his Church:  Send therefore your blessing upon Jack and Martie, Charles and Mary C., Rob and Barbara, Colin 
and Patsy, Bubba and Carolyn, and David and Gretchen, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.”                                                                                                                   
 
 
	  

Attention:	  The	  Vestry	  will	  not	  meet	  for	  the	  month	  of	  July.	  The	  Soup	  Kitchen	  will	  
not	  serve	  meals	  for	  the	  month	  of	  July.	  
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St.	  Thomas	  Episcopal	  Church	  –	  Schedules	  for	  July	  2014	  	  	  

Acolytes	  
	  	  6	  Jerrie	  Taylor	  and	  Mary	  Outland	  
13	  Bill	  Blanchard	  and	  Robby	  Outland	  
20	  Morning	  Prayer	  
27	  Morning	  Prayer	  
   
	  
	  

Altar	  Flowers	  
	  	  6	  Mr.	  and	  Mrs.	  Bob	  Rowe	  
13	  Mr.	  and	  Mrs.	  David	  Shields	  
20	  Mr.	  and	  Mrs.	  Dicky	  Hoggard	  
27	  Hon.	  and	  Mrs.	  Thomas	  Newbern	  
	  	  	  
Altar	  Guild	  
Brenda	  Hewitt	  and	  Tomma	  Jenkins	  
	  
Food	  Pantry	  (Note-‐Wednesdays)	  
	  	  2	  Dicky	  Hoggard	  
	  	  9	  Jim	  Shotwell	  
16	  Peggy	  Vann	  
23	  Bubba	  Peele	  
	  	  	  
Lay	  Readers	  
	  	  6	  10:30	  am	  Holy	  Eucharist-‐	  Colin	  Jones	  
13	  	  	  8:00	  am	  Morning	  Prayer-‐	  OPEN	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  10:30	  am	  Holy	  Eucharist-‐	  Claudia	  Griffin	  
20	  	  	  8:00	  am	  Morning	  Prayer-‐	  OPEN	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  10:30	  am	  Morning	  Prayer-‐	  Buck	  Suiter	  
27	  	  	  	  8:00	  am	  Morning	  Prayer-‐	  OPEN	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  10:30	  am	  Morning	  Prayer-‐	  John	  Davis	  
	  	  	  	  
Ushers	  
Bubba	  Peele	  and	  Rob	  Outland	  
	  
Yard	  Work	  
	  	  6	  Jim	  Shotwell	  and	  Fred	  Liverman	  
13	  Ernie	  Carter	  and	  Benjie	  Brown	  
20	  Ernie	  Carter	  and	  Benjie	  Brown	  
27	  Tom	  Newbern	  and	  Charles	  Pierce	  
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

 
 
 

	  


